CONDENSATION,
DAMP AND MOULD

What you need to know
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What is condensation?

Condensation happens when moist air comes into contact with a cool surface
such as a window, wall or mirror, causing water droplets to form on it and

making your home feel damp.

How to reduce condensation

Produce less moisture
B Cover pans when cooking

B Open windows when cooking or washing,
SO steam can escape

B Avoid drying clothes indoors and don't
put up washing lines inside your home. If
you have to dry clothes indoors, keep a
window open.

B \ent your tumble drier to the outside

W Close kitchen and bathroom doors to
prevent steam going into other rooms

B Don't use paraffin or portable gas bottle
heaters without a flue

Encourage air to circulate

B Use extractor fans where fitted, when you
are cooking or washing

B Keep air vents clear

W Open a window or door slightly when you
are using a room

W Don't over-pack your wardrobe

B | eave wardrobe doors open now and
again

W Ensure there is space between the wall
and wardrobe backs, beds and sofas
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Keep your home warm

B Try to keep your home at a constant B Don't put large pieces of fumniture in front
temperature, by having the heating on of radiators, as they block heat
low throughout the day and night in cold B Keep the doors of unheated rooms open
to allow in warmth from other rooms

weather

B Close curtains at dusk to keep heat in
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What is mould?

Mould is a fungus which can appear on surfaces and fabrics where
condensation regularly forms. It produces spores in the air which can be
breathed in and cause health problems.

How to tackle mould

B Wipe down surfaces where moisture
settles to prevent mould

B \Where mould appears, wipe it off
immediately with clean water

B Then clean the area with a fungicidal wash
solution, available at hardware stores and
supermarkets

W Once treated, walls can be painted with a
good quality fungicidal paint
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Damp

There are other, less common, forms of dampness which are not caused by
condensation and do not cause mould.

Penetrating damp

This can be caused by a leaking roof, downpipe, guttering or plumbing. If this
happens, you may see a damp patch or peeling paint on walls.

Rising damp

This problem, which is very rare, is when moisture from the ground is absorbed
into — and rises up — a wall.

If you see a white substance which looks like salt on your walls up to a metre
above the floor, your home may have rising damp.

B If you think you have either of these types
of damp, contact us so we can investigate
and carry out any necessary repairs.
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If you want to talk about problems with condensation, mould or damp in
your home, please contact us on 0110 257 6800.
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